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Young learners - especially teenage learners - are at the point in their life when they are developing their own ideas about the world around them, especially the world beyond their immediate surroundings. Learning from their elders, media and teachers, young adults pick up a lot of stereotypes about other nations. Helping them come to terms with stereotypes, and recognize that stereotypes do contain some truth, but also can not be applied across the board, is central to this lesson. The lesson also helps them improve their descriptive adjective vocabulary while they discuss perceived differences between nations through stereotypes. 

Aim: Discussion of stereotypes, explaining, improving character adjective vocabulary 

Activity: Discussion and comparison of National Stereotypes 

Level: Intermediate to advanced 

Outline: 

· Write the word 'Stereotype' on the board and ask students what the word means. If students are unsure, help them by asking them to finish the phrase, "All Americans..." or something similar. 

· Once students have understood the concept of what a stereotype is, ask them to mention a few of the stereotypes about their own country. 

· Include a few provocative stereotypes of your own at this point in order to get students thinking about the negative or shallow aspects of thinking in stereotypes. Example: American food is fast food. OR Americans love guns. 

· Ask students to divide into pairs and choose two of the listed adjectives to describe each nationality. Tell them that they will need to explain their reasons for the adjectives provided. 

· Go through the sheets asking different students to explain their reasoning for the adjectives they have chosen. Ask other students whether they agree or disagree to promote conversation. 

· Once you have finished your discussion of stereotypes, ask students why stereotyping can be often be bad and which stereotypes of their own country or region they do not like. Ask them to explain why. 

· As homework, have students write a short composition comparing their own region or country to another one. Ask them to include various stereotypes, as well as examples from their own experience that either confirm or refute the stereotypes they mention. 

Stereotypes 

Choose two adjectives that you think describe the nationalities listed below. Choose two countries of your own to describe. 

アメリカ人
_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

イギリス人 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

フランス人 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

日本人

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 
時間に正確な、きちょうめんな／punctual
社交的な／outgoing
手厚い、 もてなしのよい／hospitable
攻撃的な／aggressive
寛容な／tolerant
愛国主義(者)／nationalistic
ロマンチックな／romantic
身なりの良い、良い服を着た／well-dressed
おしゃべりな／talkative
礼儀正しい／polite
ていねいな、礼儀を表する／respectful
社交的な、交際好きな、愛嬌(あいきょう)のある／sociable
失礼な／rude
勤勉な、働き者の／hard-working
なまけものの、不精な／lazy
静かな／quiet
無知な／ ignorant
感情的な／emotional
洗練された、教養のある／sophisticated
きちょうめんな、形式ばった、うわべだけの／formal
カジュアルな、むとんちゃくな、くだけた／casual

